
Welcome! 

• Audio for this event is available via 
ReadyTalk® Internet Streaming. 

• No telephone line is required.  
• Computer speakers or headphones 

are necessary to listen to streaming 
audio. 

• Limited dial-in lines are available. 
Please send a chat message if 
needed. 

• This event is being recorded. 
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Troubleshooting Audio 

Audio from computer 
speakers breaking up?  
Audio suddenly stop?  

• Click Pause button 

• Wait 5 seconds 

• Click Play button 

Step 1 

Step 2 
Location of audio controls 
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Troubleshooting Echo 

• Hear a bad echo on the call? 
• Echo is caused by multiple browsers/tabs  

open to a single event – multiple audio feeds. 
• Close all but one browser/tab and the echo will 

clear up. 
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Example of two browsers/tabs open in same event 



Submitting Questions 

Type questions 
in the “Chat  
with Presenter”  
section, located  
in the bottom- 
left corner of 
your screen. 

 

Welcome to 
Today’s Event 

Thank you for joining us today! 
Our event will start shortly. 
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CY 2016 OPPS/ASC Final Rule:  
Hospital Outpatient Quality 
Reporting (OQR) Program 

Elizabeth Bainger, MS, RN, CPHQ 
Program Lead, Hospital Outpatient Quality Reporting 

Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) 
 

Vinitha Meyyur, PhD 
Measures Lead, Hospital Outpatient Quality Reporting 

Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) 
 

 November 18, 2015 



Announcements 

• December 16, 2015: CMS measure development 
and the importance of public involvement, 
presented by CMS’ Elizabeth Bainger 

• January 20, 2016: OQR Specifications Manual 
update 

• February 1, 2016: Deadline for Clinical Data and 
Population and Sampling submissions from Q3 
2015 (July 1 – September 30, 2015, encounters) 

• Notification of additional educational webinars will 
be sent via ListServe 
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Learning Objectives  

At the conclusion of the program, participants 
will be able to: 

• Find the CY 2016 OPPS/ASC Final Rule text. 
• Identify the final measure changes to the 

Hospital OQR Program.  
• List final policy changes to the Hospital OQR 

Program.     
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CY 2016 OPPS/ASC Final Rule 

Hospital OQR Program 

Elizabeth Bainger, MS, RN, CPHQ 
Program Lead, Hospital Outpatient Quality Reporting 
CMS 
 
Vinitha Meyyur, PhD 
Measures Lead, Hospital Outpatient Quality Reporting 
CMS 
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LOCATING THE RULE 

Final Rule CY 2016  
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Navigating the Federal Register 
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Navigating the Federal Register 
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Navigating the Federal Register 
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Navigating the Federal Register 
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Navigating the Federal Register 
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Navigating the Federal Register 
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MEASURES 

Final Rule CY 2016  
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OP-33: External Beam Radiotherapy  
for Bone Metastases (EBRT) 

• Percentage of patients (all-payer) with painful 
bone metastases and no history of previous 
radiation who receive EBRT with an acceptable 
dosing schedule  

• Data will be submitted via the CMS web-based 
tool (QualityNet website) 

• CY 2018 payment determination and 
subsequent years (beginning with January 1, 
2016, patient encounters) 
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OP-33: External Beam Radiotherapy  
for Bone Metastases (EBRT) 

• Previously adopted by PPS-Exempt Cancer 
Hospital Quality Reporting Program 
(PCHQR) Program  

• Rigorously tested, endorsed by the National 
Quality Forum (NQF), and supported by the 
Measures Application Partnership (MAP) in 
the hospital outpatient setting 

• Will address EBRT overuse and improve 
patient safety 
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OP-33: External Beam Radiotherapy  
for Bone Metastases (EBRT) 

Measure specifications may be found at:  
• https://www.qualityforum.org/QPS/1822  

• https://www.qualitynet.org/dcs/ContentSer
ver?c=Page&pagename=QnetPublic%2FP
age%2FQnetTier2&cid=1228774479863 
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OP-33: External Beam Radiotherapy  
for Bone Metastases (EBRT) 

BONE METASTASES DATA COLLECTION INSTRUMENT 

http://www.qualityforum.org/WorkArea/linkit.aspx?LinkIdentifier=id&ItemID=70374 
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NOT FINALIZED: Proposed OP-34 
Emergency Department Transfer Communication (EDTC) 

• Percentage of patients transferred to another 
healthcare facility whose medical record 
documentation indicated that administrative and 
healthcare information was communicated to the 
receiving facility in a timely manner 

• Not finalized due to the combination of three 
concerns:   

 
 
 

(1) Overlap with Meaningful Use (ME) requirements,  
(2) Burden of abstracting 27 data elements, and  
(3) Complexity of the scoring methodology.  
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Removed: OP-15 
Use of Brain Computed Tomography (CT) in the 

Emergency Department for Atraumatic Headache 
 

• Does not align with the most updated 
clinical guidelines or practices 

• Removed starting with CY 2017 payment 
determination and subsequent years   

• No data for this measure will be used for 
any payment determination 
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Correction 

• In the proposed rule, OP-4: Aspirin at 
Arrival was inadvertently excluded from 
the tables on p. 39329 and  p. 39334 

• OP-4 is included in the measure sets for 
CY 2018 and CY 2019 payment 
determination and subsequent years 

• Corrected in the Final Rule 
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Future Rulemaking Considerations 

• In future rulemaking, CMS is considering a 
proposal for hospitals to have the option to 
voluntarily submit OP-18: Median Time 
from ED Arrival to ED Departure for 
Discharged ED Patients as an eCQM 
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POLICIES 

Final Rule CY 2016  
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Finalized Policy Changes 

• “Extension or Exception” process for the 
CY 2018 Payment Determination and 
Subsequent Years name changed to 
“Extraordinary Circumstances Extensions 
or Exemptions” 

 

• Editorial correction to Code of Federal 
Regulations to replacing the term “fiscal 
year” with the term “calendar year” 
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Finalized:  
APU Determination Transition 

• CY 2017 payment determination will utilize 
a three-quarter validation cycle, including 
patient encounters from July 1 through 
March 31 

• CY 2018 and subsequent years payment 
determinations will again be based on four 
quarters of data 

• Data submission deadlines will remain 
unchanged 
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Finalized:     
APU Determination Transition 

CY 2016 Payment Determination (Current State) 
Patient Encounter Quarter Clinical Data Submission Deadline 
Q3 2014  (Jul 1–Sep 30) 2/1/2015 
Q4 2014  (Oct 1– Dec 31) 5/1/2015 
Q1 2015  (Jan 1–Mar 31) 8/1/2015 
Q2 2015  (Apr 1–Jun 30) 11/1/2015 

Final CY 2017 Payment Determination (Future State – Transition Period) 
Patient Encounter Quarter Clinical Data Submission Deadline 
Q3 2015  (Jul 1–Sep 30) 2/1/2016 
Q4 2015  (Oct 1–Dec 31) 5/1/2016 
Q1 2016  (Jan 1–Mar 31) 8/1/2016 

Final CY 2018 Payment Determination and Subsequent Years (Future State) 
Patient Encounter Quarter Clinical Data Submission Deadline 
Q2 2016  (Apr 1–Jun 30) 11/1/2016 
Q3 2016  (Jul 1–Sep 30) 2/1/2017 
Q4 2016  (Oct 1–Dec 31) 5/1/2017 
Q1 2017  (Jan 1–Mar 31) 8/1/2017 
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Other Finalized Policy Changes 

Deadline for Submitting a Reconsideration Request 
Current Final 

First business day of the month of 
February of the affected payment year 

First business day on or after March 17 
of the affected payment year 

Deadline for Withdrawing from the Hospital OQR Program 
Current Final 

November 1 August 31 

Time Frame for Measures Submitted via the CMS Web-Based Tool  
(QualityNet Website) 

Current Final 
July 1 through November 1 January 1 through May 15 
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Questions? 
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CONTINUING EDUCATION 
CREDIT PROCESS 

Final Rule CY 2016  
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CE Approval 

• This program has been approved for 1.0 
continuing education unit for the following 
professional boards: 
 Florida Board of Clinical Social Work, Marriage and 

Family Therapy and Mental Health Counseling  
 Florida Board of Nursing Home Administrators 
 Florida Council of Dietetics 
 Florida Board of Pharmacy 
 Board of Registered Nursing (Provider #16578)  
o It is your responsibility to submit this form to your 

accrediting body for credit. 
o Nationally accepted by all state Boards of Nursing 
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CE Certificate Problems? 

• If you do not immediately receive a 
response to the email that you used to 
register in the Learning Management 
Center, a firewall is blocking the link that is 
sent in response. 

• Please go back to the New User link and 
register your personal email account. 
 Personal emails do not have firewalls. 
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CE Credit Process 

• Complete the ReadyTalk® survey you will 
receive by email within the next 48 hours 
or the one that will pop up after the 
webinar. 

• The survey will ask you to log in or register 
to access your personal account in the 
Learning Management Center.  
 A one-time registration process is 

required. 
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CE Credit Process Survey  
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CE Credit Process  
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CE Credit Process: New User 
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CE Credit Process: Existing User 
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Thank You for Participating! 

Please contact the Hospital OQR Support 
Contractor if you have any questions:  

• Submit questions online through the  
QualityNet Question & Answer Tool  
at www.qualitynet.org 

Or 
• Call the Hospital OQR Support Contractor  

at 866.800.8756. 
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