
• Audio for this event is available via
GlobalMeet® Internet streaming.

• Connect via Chrome.
• No telephone line is required. 
• Computer speakers or headphones are 

necessary to listen to streaming audio.
• Limited dial-in lines are available.

Please request a dial-in line via the 
“Ask a Question” box.

• This event is being recorded.

Welcome!
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Audio from computer 
speakers breaking up? 
Audio suddenly stop? 
Click Refresh 
– or –
Press F5 

Troubleshooting Audio

Refresh

F5 Key
Top Row of Keyboard
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• Hear a bad echo on the call?
• Echo is caused by multiple browsers/tabs 

open to a single event (multiple audio feeds).
• Close all but one browser/tab and the echo 

will clear.

Troubleshooting Echo

Example of Two Browsers/Tabs Open in Same Event

8/12/2020 3



Submitting Questions

4

Type questions in the “Ask a 
Question” section, located on the 
left-hand side of your screen.



Artrina Sturges, EdD 
Alignment of Electronic Clinical Quality Measures (eCQMs) Lead

Inpatient Value, Incentives, and Quality Reporting  (VIQR)
Outreach and Education Support Contractor

August 12, 2020

Measure Collaboration Workspace Webinar Series:
Measure Collaboration Workspace and 

eCQM Data Element Repository
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Purpose

The final session of the Measure Collaboration Workspace 
Series highlights the tools supporting the electronic clinical 
quality improvement activities for Eligible Hospitals, Critical 
Access Hospitals, Eligible Professionals, and Eligible 
Clinicians reporting eCQMs for CMS quality programs. 

7/15/2020 6 



Objectives

Participants will be able to:
• Describe new updates to the Electronic Clinical Quality 

Measure (eCQM) Data Element Repository to help with 
eCQM data mapping activities.

• Learn how a health care organization uses the Data Element 
Repository to understand eCQM requirements.

• Describe resources available to learn more about CMS 
programs that use eCQMs. 

8/12/2020 7



Webinar Chat Questions
Please submit any questions that are pertinent to the webinar topic via the 
Chat tool. As time permits, we will answer these questions at the end of 
the webinar. Pertinent questions not answered will be addressed in a 
questions-and-answers document, to be published at a later date.
NOTE: As a reminder, we do not use the raised-hand feature in the Chat 
tool during webinars.
If you have an additional question after this event, submit your question 
through the QualityNet Inpatient Questions and Answers tool, at 
QualityNet Q&A Tool. Include the webinar name, slide number, and 
speaker name.
If you have a question unrelated to the current webinar topic, we 
recommend that you first search for it in the QualityNet Inpatient 
Questions and Answers tool, at QualityNet Q&A Tool. If you do not find an 
answer, then submit your question to us via the same tool.
We will respond to questions as soon as possible.
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https://www.qualitynet.org/
https://cmsqualitysupport.service-now.com/qnet_qa
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Presenters

7/15/2020

• Debbie Krauss, MS, RN, Nurse, Center for Clinical 
Standards and Quality, CMS

• Bridget Blake, MBA, Principal Systems Engineer, MITRE
• Rose Almonte, MS, RN, Principal Clinical Informatics, MITRE
• Andrew Hamilton, MS, BSN, RN MS Chief Informatics 

Officer, AllianceChicago
• Eduardo Segovia, BS, Manager, Data Warehouse Business 

Analyst, AllianceChicago
• Tina Aggarwal, MS, BSN, RN, Clinical Informaticist, 

AllianceChicago
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eCQM Strategy Project Background

Debbie Krauss, MS, RN, Nurse, Center for Clinical Standards and 
Quality (CCSQ), CMS
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eCQM Strategy Project Background

8/12/2020

eCQM Strategy Project Goals
• Reduce Burden
• Increase Value
• Increase Stakeholder Involvement

Problem Statement
• Providers participating in CMS quality and value-based purchasing 

programs have shared challenges they experience related to the 
complexity and high burden of eCQM implementation, data capture, 
and reporting.

Project Scope
• Measure Development process from concept to the Measures Under 

Consideration (MUC) list
• Electronic Clinical Quality Reporting requirements and processes from 

eCQM implementation to submission
• Tools for Development and Reporting

11



eCQM Strategy Recommendations
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Measure Collaboration Workspace

Bridget Blake, MBA, Principal Systems Engineer, MITRE

8/12/2020 13



Measure Collaboration 
(MC) Workspace 

• Hosted on the eCQI Resource Center 
(https://ecqi.healthit.gov/)

• Contains a set of interconnected resources, tools, and 
processes for eCQMs

• Promotes transparency and better interaction across 
stakeholder communities interested in developing 
and implementing more harmonized, accurate, and 
meaningful eCQMs 

• Provides access to the eCQM Data Element 
Repository, an online, searchable tool that provides all 
the data elements associated with eCQMs used in 
CMS Quality Reporting Programs

8/12/2020 14

https://ecqi.healthit.gov/


How to Access the MC Workspace
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Overview of the MC Workspace

8/12/2020
https://ecqi.healthit.gov/mcworkspace

16

https://ecqi.healthit.gov/mcworkspace


eCQM Data Element Repository

Rose Almonte, MS, RN, Principal Clinical Informatics, MITRE
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eCQM Data Element Repository 
Demo

8/12/2020

https://ecqi.healthit.gov/mc-workspace-2/data-element-repository
• Navigate eCQM Data Element Repository landing page and 

available filters
• Filter for 2020 EH/CAH eCQMs*
• Select CMS108v8 and highlight information available on measure 

pages with expand and collapse features to display data elements
• Demonstrate links to value sets and direct reference codes in VSAC
• Demonstrate link to eCQI Resource Center measure pages
• From Data Element Repository landing page, demonstrate 

information available on QDM filters

18

*EH/CAH = Eligible Hospital/Critical Access Hospital

https://ecqi.healthit.gov/mc-workspace-2/data-element-repository


Health System Experience Using the eCQM Data 
Element Repository

8/12/2020 19

Andrew Hamilton, MS, BSN, RN MS Chief Informatics Officer, 
AllianceChicago
Eduardo Segovia, BS, Manager, Data Warehouse Business Analyst, 
AllianceChicago
Tina Aggarwal, MS, BSN, RN, Clinical Informaticist, AllianceChicago



Data Element Repository
Implementer Experience

Andrew Hamilton, RN, BSN, MS Chief Informatics Officer
Eduardo Segovia, BS Manager, Data Warehouse Business Analyst
Tina Aggarwal, MS, BSN, RN Clinical Informaticist



AllianceChicago – Who We Are 
User Community

60 community health centers 
from 18 states  



AllianceChicago now has initiatives that span 18
States and engage more than:

• 60 Safety-net Health Centers
• >3,200,000 patients  
• >20 Funders
• >20 Research Affiliations



AllianceChicago Data Warehouse Overview



Prior Experience 
• Universal HIV Screening Measure (CDC)

• Hepatitis C Screening (CDC)

• Contraceptive Measure (OPA)

• Heart Failure Measure Stratified by Race (NMQF)



Overview of Measure Implementation



CMS347v3: Statin Therapy for the Prevention 
and Treatment of Cardiovascular Disease
Our process of building the eCQM for Statin Therapy. 

How we implement the measure within organizations and measure testing. 

https://ecqi.healthit.gov/ecqm/ep/2020/cms347v3


Measure Description
• Percentage of the following patients - all 

considered at high risk of cardiovascular 
events - who were prescribed or were on 
statin therapy during the measurement period:

• *Adults aged >= 21 years who were previously 
diagnosed with or currently have an active 
diagnosis of clinical atherosclerotic 
cardiovascular disease (ASCVD); OR

• *Adults aged >= 21 years who have ever had 
a fasting or direct low-density lipoprotein 
cholesterol (LDL-C) level >= 190 mg/dL or 
were previously diagnosed with or currently 
have an active diagnosis of familial or pure 
hypercholesterolemia; OR

• *Adults aged 40-75 years with a diagnosis of 
diabetes with a fasting or direct LDL-C level of 
70-189 mg/dL



Measure Specification



Feasibility
• Feasibility scorecard (ex: HCV)



Assess Chart Workflow



Value Set Authority Center (VSAC)



Mapping to Local Data



Building Logic 

Insert view SQL slide here



Measuring Testing/Validation



Chart Review- Denominator 
• Data element | Diagnosis: Cerebrovascular disease, Stroke, TIA



Chart Review- Numerator
• Data element | Medication, Order: Low intensity statin therapy



Aggregate Report



Program and Roll-Out
• Clinical committee buy-in

• Training on workflow

• Consideration of unintended 
consequences

• Wraparound support 



Questions or Comments?
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Engage and Get Help 

8/12/2020

• Use the eCQI Resource Center
o https://ecqi.healthit.gov

• Share feedback on the Measure Collaboration Workspace 
o https://ecqi.healthit.gov/mc-workspace

• Explore the CMS Measures Inventory Tool
o https://cmit.cms.gov

• Engage with the eCQI community
o https://ecqi.healthit.gov/engage-ecqi

• Learn about eCQM communication resources
o https://ecqi.healthit.gov/sites/default/files/eCQMCommunication

%20Resources-2020-508.pdf
• Reach out for help

o https://ecqi.healthit.gov/contact

https://ecqi.healthit.gov/
https://ecqi.healthit.gov/mc-workspace
https://cmit.cms.gov/
https://ecqi.healthit.gov/engage-ecqi
https://ecqi.healthit.gov/sites/default/files/eCQMCommunication%20Resources-2020-508.pdf
https://ecqi.healthit.gov/contact


Additional Resources and Contact 
Information 

7/15/2020

• ONC Project Issue Tracking System (Jira) 
https://oncprojectracking.healthit.gov

• eCQI Community Engagement Opportunities 
https://ecqi.healthit.gov/engage-ecqi

• Electronic Clinical Quality Improvement (eCQI) 
Resource Center and Measure Collaboration 
(MC) Workspace ecqi-resource-center@hhs.gov

https://oncprojectracking.healthit.gov/
https://ecqi.healthit.gov/engage-ecqi
mailto:ecqi-resource-center@hhs.gov


Question & Answer Session

7/15/2020 42

Measure Collaboration Workspace Webinar Series:
Measure Collaboration Workspace and eCQM Data Element Repository



Continuing Education (CE) Approval

This program has been approved for CE credit for  
the following boards:

• National credit
o Board of Registered Nursing (Provider #16578)

• Florida-only credit
o Board of Clinical Social Work, Marriage & Family Therapy  

and Mental Health Counseling
o Board of Registered Nursing
o Board of Nursing Home Administrators
o Board of Dietetics and Nutrition Practice Council
o Board of Pharmacy

Note: To verify CE approval for any other state, license, or certification, please check with your 
licensing or certification board.

8/12/2020 43

https://www.qualityreportingcenter.com/en/inpatient-quality-reporting-programs/hospital-inpatient-quality-reporting-iqr-program/continuing-education/


This presentation was current at the time of publication and/or upload onto the   
Quality Reporting Center and QualityNet websites.  Medicare policy changes 
frequently.  Any links to Medicare online source documents are for reference use 
only.  In the case that Medicare policy, requirements, or guidance related to this 
presentation change following the date of posting, this presentation will not 
necessarily reflect those changes; given that it will remain as an archived copy,
it will not be updated.  
This presentation was prepared as a service to the public and is not intended to 
grant rights or impose obligations. Any references or links to statutes, regulations, 
and/or other policy materials included in the presentation are provided as 
summary information.  No material contained therein is intended to take the place 
of either written laws or regulations.  In the event of any conflict between the 
information provided by the presentation and any information included in any 
Medicare rules and/or regulations, the rules and regulations shall govern.  The 
specific statutes, regulations, and other interpretive materials should be reviewed 
independently for a full and accurate statement of their contents.

Disclaimer
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Appendix – Screenshots of eCQM Data Element 
Repository
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eCQM Data Element Repository 
Landing Page

8/12/2020 46



Eligible Hospital/Critical Access Hospital 
eCQMs for 2021 Performance/Reporting
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Sample eCQM Page – CMS108v9 Venous 
Thromboembolism Prophylaxis (VTE-1)

8/12/2020 48
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