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Purpose

This presentation describes how to access 
publicly reported data for the IPFQR Program.
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Learning Objectives

Attendees will understand how to access 
publicly reported facility-, state-, and 
national-level data for the IPFQR Program.
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Overview of Public Reporting
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Overview of Public Reporting of 
IPFQR Program Data

Section 1886(s)(4)(E) of the Social Security Act 
requires the Secretary of Health and Human 
Services to establish procedures for publicly 
releasing data collected under the IPFQR Program. 
CMS currently publicly reports data on the Medicare
Care Compare and Provider Data Catalog websites.
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https://www.medicare.gov/care-compare/
https://data.cms.gov/provider-data/topics/hospitals


Overview of Public Reporting of 
IPFQR Program Data

Medicare Care 
Compare allows 
patients, caregivers, 
and families to 
enter their city, 
state, or zip code to 
find and compare 
information about 
the quality of care 
at facilities.
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Overview of Public Reporting of 
IPFQR Program Data

The Provider Data Catalog provides direct access to CMS official data that are 
used on the Medicare Care Compare site. Data are available to providers in 

open, accessible, and machine-readable formats.
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Using Public Reporting Websites to Access IPFQR Program Data

Accessing IPFQR Program Measure Data on 
Medicare Care Compare
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Accessing IPFQR Program Data on 
Medicare Care Compare

1. Go to 
https://www.medicare.gov
/care-compare/ to access 
the Medicare Care 
Compare web page 
for hospitals.
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https://www.medicare.gov/care-compare/


Accessing IPFQR Program Data on 
Medicare Care Compare

2. To view publicly reported data at IPFs, select Hospitals in the 
left menu. Enter information in the MY LOCATION field to 
locate providers near a specific address or zip code.
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Accessing IPFQR Program Data on 
Medicare Care Compare

3. On the next web page, select up to three providers by clicking
the Compare button.

4. Once selections are complete, click the Compare button to the
right of the selections in the blue bar near the top of the page.
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Accessing IPFQR Program Data on 
Medicare Care Compare

5. The next page will display the selected hospitals in a row at 
the top and default to the Overview tab. Click on the 
Psychiatric Unit Services tab to compare IPFQR Program 
measure results between the selected facilities.
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Accessing IPFQR Program Data on 
Medicare Care Compare

6. The Psychiatric Unit 
Services tab has a 
brief introduction 
and a table containing 
measure information. 
Scroll down the page 
to view measure 
descriptions and 
results for the 
selected providers in 
the Psychiatric Unit 
Services tab.
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Accessing IPFQR Program Measure Data in the 
Provider Data Catalog
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Accessing IPFQR Program Data in 
the Provider Data Catalog

1. Go to 
https://data.cms.gov/
provider-
data/topics/hospitals
to access the 
Provider Data 
Catalog web page 
for hospitals.

2. Scroll down to About 
This Data.

3. Select Psychiatric 
Unit Services.
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https://data.cms.gov/provider-data/topics/hospitals


Accessing IPFQR Program Data in 
the Provider Data Catalog

4. The next page includes a menu of topics on the left side. On the right 
side, you will find a brief description of the IPFQR Program, hyperlinks 
that align with the menu items on the left side, a series of quality 
measure tables, a description, and the reason it is important.
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Accessing IPFQR Program Data in 
the Provider Data Catalog
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Accessing IPFQR Program Data in 
the Provider Data Catalog

Below the introductory portion of the web page is 
a table that groups the IPFQR Program 

measures by category, describes each quality 
measure, what it is, and why it matters.
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Accessing IPFQR Program Data in 
the Provider Data Catalog
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Accessing IPFQR Program Data in 
the Provider Data Catalog
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Accessing IPFQR Program Data in 
the Provider Data Catalog
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Accessing IPFQR Program Data in 
the Provider Data Catalog
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A Deeper Dive into the Provider Data Catalog
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A Deeper Dive into the 
Provider Data Catalog

1. Go to 
https://data.cms.gov/provider-
data/search.

2. Type Inpatient Psychiatric Facility 
in the search field. 
• Links to the facility-, state-, and 

national-level data will appear. 
• Note that text highlighted in 

green indicates key words 
entered in the search field.
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https://data.cms.gov/provider-data/search


A Deeper Dive into the 
Provider Data Catalog
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A Deeper Dive into the 
Provider Data Catalog

3. Select the hyperlink ending in “by Facility” to view facility-level data.
4. On the next page, you will see the following:

• Overview
• Dataset explorer
• View topic details
• Download This Dataset (as a CSV file)
• Hospital Compare Data Dictionary (in PDF format)
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A Deeper Dive into the 
Provider Data Catalog

5. Click the Download Full Dataset link to download the 
facility-level data for further analysis. This process also 
applies to the state- and national-level data tables.
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A Deeper Dive into the 
Provider Data Catalog

Refer to page 7 of Inpatient Psychiatric Facility 
Quality Reporting Program: Accessing Publicly 
Reported Data for step-by-step instructions to 
view the numerator, denominator, and rate or 
percentage values of a measure(s) reported to 
the IPFQR Program by CMS Certification 
Number (CCN).
The instructions review the data set by facility, 
but the instructions are also applicable to the 
state- and national-level data tables.
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https://www.qualityreportingcenter.com/en/inpatient-quality-reporting-programs/inpatient-psychiatric-facilities-quality-reporting-program/resources-and-tools/


A Deeper Dive into the 
Provider Data Catalog
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A Deeper Dive into the 
Provider Data Catalog

To access data reported to the IPFQR Program:
1. Go to the Provider Data Catalog Hospitals Data Archive web 

page, which groups files by year: 
https://data.cms.gov/provider-data/archived-data/hospitals
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https://data.cms.gov/provider-data/archived-data/hospitals


A Deeper Dive into the 
Provider Data Catalog
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2. Select the zip file of 
choice for download. 
• The public reporting 

websites are usually 
refreshed on a quarterly 
basis, as is reflected in 
the naming convention of 
the zip files: 
hospitals_MM_YYYY

• The most current zip file 
for a given year is at the 
top of the list.

• Each zip file contains 
CSV files for all data 
reported to CMS. 

 



A Deeper Dive into the 
Provider Data Catalog
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A Deeper Dive into the 
Provider Data Catalog
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For 2018 and subsequent annual files, the file name for facility-level data will 
be: IPFQR_QualityMeasure_Facility

For 2017 and prior annual files, the file name for facility-level data will be: 
HOSPITAL_QUARTERLY_IPFQR_MEASURE_HOSPITAL

 



Acronyms

CCN CMS Certification Number IPFQR Inpatient Psychiatric 
Facility Quality Reporting

CMS Centers for Medicare & 
Medicaid Services PDF Portable document format

CSV comma-separated values Q&A questions and answers

HCP healthcare personnel VIQR Value, Incentives, and 
Quality Reporting

IPF inpatient psychiatric facility
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Helpful Resources
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Helpful Resources
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https://www.qualityreportingcenter.com/en/inpatient-quality-reporting-programs/inpatient-psychiatric-facilities-quality-reporting-program/resources-and-tools/
https://qualitynet.cms.gov/ipf/ipfqr/resources


Helpful Resources

Stay up to date...

…and get answers to your questions.
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https://www.qualityreportingcenter.com/globalassets/2022/04/iqr/hospital_contact_change_form_022022508ff.pdf
https://cmsqualitysupport.servicenowservices.com/qnet_qa?id=ask_a_question
mailto:QnetSupport@cms.hhs.gov
https://www.qualityreportingcenter.com/en/inpatient-quality-reporting-programs/inpatient-psychiatric-facilities-quality-reporting-program/upcoming-events/
https://qualitynet.cms.gov/listserv-signup
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Thank You!
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Disclaimer

This presentation was current at the time of publication and/or upload onto the 
Quality Reporting Center and QualityNet websites. Medicare policy changes 
frequently. Any links to Medicare online source documents are for reference use 
only. If Medicare policy, requirements, or guidance related to this presentation 
change following the date of posting, this presentation will not necessarily reflect 
those changes; given that it will be an archived copy, it will not be updated.
This presentation was prepared as a service to the public and is not intended to 
grant rights or impose obligations. Any references or links to statutes, regulations, 
and/or other policy materials included in the presentation are provided as 
summary information. No material contained therein is intended to take the place 
of either written laws or regulations. If there is any conflict between the 
information provided by the presentation and information included in any 
Medicare rules and/or regulations, the rules and regulations shall govern. The 
specific statutes, regulations, and other interpretive materials should be reviewed 
independently for a full and accurate statement of their contents.
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