
Welcome!

• Audio for this event is available via
ReadyTalk® Internet Streaming.

• No telephone line is required. 
• Computer speakers or headphones 

are necessary to listen to streaming 
audio.

• Limited dial-in lines are available.
Please send a chat message if 
needed.

• This event is being recorded.
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Troubleshooting Audio

Audio from computer 
speakers breaking up? 
Audio suddenly stop? 

• Click Pause button

• Wait 5 seconds

• Click Play button
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Step 1

Step 2
Location of Audio Controls
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Troubleshooting Echo

• Hear a bad echo on the call?
• Echo is caused by multiple browsers/tabs 

open to a single event – multiple audio feeds.
• Close all but one browser/tab and the echo will 

clear up.
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Example of Two Browsers Tabs open in Same Event
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Submitting Questions

Type questions
in the “Chat 
with Presenter” 
section, located 
in the bottom-
left corner of
your screen.
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Welcome to
Today’s Event

Thank you for joining us today!
Our event will start shortly.
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Steps to Successful eCQM 
Submissions for CY 2015

Stephanie Wilson, MBL 
eCQM Project Lead, Hospital Inpatient Value, Incentives, and 

Quality Reporting (VIQR) Support Contractor (SC)

October 21, 2015
2 p.m. ET 



Purpose

This event provides an overview of the steps for 
successful submission of Quality Reporting 
Document Architecture (QRDA) 1, Release 2 files 
for electronic Clinical Quality Reporting (eCQMs) 
to the Inpatient Quality Reporting (IQR) program 
and the Medicare Electronic Health Record (EHR) 
Incentive Program. 
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Objectives

At the close of this presentation, participants will 
be able to:

• Access the QualityNet Secure Portal to declare their 
program reporting option and complete the intent to 
submit and denominator declaration screens

• Recognize the steps needed to upload the eCQM data 
files, verify data submission, and locate help documents 
for eCQM submission 
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Program Participation:  Hospital Quality 
Reporting (HQR) Alignment

• Collection and reporting of data through Health Information 
Technology (HIT) will simplify reporting for Hospital Quality 
Reporting (HQR) programs.

• Alignment of measures across HQR programs will minimize 
the reporting burden imposed on hospitals.

• Alignment of the Hospital IQR and the Medicare Electronic 
Health Record (EHR) Incentive programs for eligible 
hospitals (EHs) and critical access hospitals (CAHs) will be 
the initial focus.

• Further alignment of quality reporting programs across care 
settings planned for the future.
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Defining Successful eCQM 
Submission CY 2015

• Successful voluntary submission of eCQMs in Calendar Year (CY) 
2015 for the Hospital IQR program is defined as: 
 Submission of a minimum of 16 of 28 Inpatient Quality Reporting 

(IQR) eCQMs across at least three National Quality Strategy (NQS) 
domains 

o The 16 IQR eCQMs can be reported as any combination of: 
– Accepted QRDA files 
– Zero denominator declarations
– Case threshold exemptions 

• Twelve IQR-required measures can be reported as either chart-
abstracted or eCQMs  

• A hospital must report data on at least 16 eCQMs to receive IQR credit

• Submission must be for a single calendar year discharge quarter (Q1, 
Q2, or Q3) by November 30, 2015 
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eCQM Specifications

QRDA-I files need to contain the necessary elements 
defined by the April 2014 eCQM specifications found 
on the eCQM Library Page. 
(Direct Link: http://www.cms.gov/Regulations-and-Guidance/Legislation/EHRIncentivePrograms/eCQM_Library.html)
.
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QRDA File Formatting

QRDA files need to be formatted following the available 
standards:

• HL7 Implementation Guide for CDA R2: QRDA – Category I DSTU Release 2 
 http://www.hl7.org/implement/standards/product_brief.cfm?product_id=35

• CMS Implementation Guide for QRDA: Supplementary Implementation Guide 
for 2015 and the Addendum 
 https://www.cms.gov/regulations-and-

guidance/legislation/ehrincentiveprograms/ecqm_library.html
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eCQM Data Submissions by 
Hospitals and Vendors

• Hospitals may submit their own QRDA-I files by:
 Registering for a QualityNet account (new users only)
 Requesting the EHR Data Upload Role from the QualityNet Help 

Desk

• Certified EHR vendors who have been authorized by a 
hospital to submit data must:
 Register for a QualityNet account
 Request the EHR Data Upload role

• Hospitals must authorize a vendor to submit on their 
behalf by:
 Logging in to the QualityNet Secure Portal
 Authorize by measure set, data transmission start/end date, or 

discharge quarter start/end date
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Submit eCQM Data Via QualityNet
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Log in to the QualityNet Secure Portal at www.qualitynet.org. 

http://www.qualitynet.org/


Choose Your Reporting Program
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Select the EHR Incentive Program 
Hospital Reporting Option
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Intent to Submit and Denominator 
Declaration Screens
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Intent to Submit Screen

A facility will need to enter their CMS Certification 
Number (CCN) and select the reporting quarter for 
which they intend to submit eCQM data.   
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Intent to Submit Screen cont.
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Denominator Declaration Screen

Enter Zero Denominator 
Declarations and submit Case 
Threshold Exemption counts.  
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Secure File Transfer

On the QualityNet Secure Portal home screen, select the 
Secure File Transfer link.
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Data Upload

Double click the DataUpload folder to begin.  
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Data Upload cont.

The DataUpload folder will contain two folders:
• Proddata folder for uploading production data
• Testdata folder for uploading test data    
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Data Upload cont.

Once you have selected to submit test or production 
data, you will need to choose the ehrqrda folder to 
submit your QRDA files.  
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Data Upload cont.

You will now be able to upload an .xml file or a .zip 
batch of files.  
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Data Upload cont.

• Browse to the location of your data files
• Select the file or files to be uploaded
• Click Open
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Data Upload cont.

The selected file(s) will be shown in the Secure 
File Transfer window.  
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First Email Notification

You will receive a confirmation email within 24 hours 
letting you know that a new file was uploaded to the CMS 
system.
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Second Email Notification

You will receive a second email notification once the uploaded files 
have finished processing.  This notification provides details on:

 The number of files received
 How many files were accepted or rejected
 Where to go to find further details on your submission  
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QualityNet Email Notifications

• Email notifications will be sent for both test and 
production file uploads

• Upon receipt of the second email notification:
 Log into the QualityNet Secure Portal
 View reports associated with eCQM data submission 
 Review validation errors and/or measure calculations  
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Reports

Following submission of data, utilize QualityNet’s 
[My Reports] tab to access/view submission details
and measure results.
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Reports
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Reports
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• There are two categories of reports for eCQM data submission:
 EHR Hospital Reporting – Feedback Reports

 EHR Hospital Reporting – Submission Reports

• Both categories contain the same:

• Report types 

• Information 

• Data may be displayed differently across report categories    



Reports

• Select the report that you would like to run  
• The two most popular reports are:

 EHR Hospital Reporting – Submission Detail Report
 EHR Hospital Reporting – eCQM Submission and Performance Feedback Report
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Reporting Parameters
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Reporting Parameters cont.
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Review Requested Reports
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Submission Detail Report
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eCQM Submission and Performance 
Feedback Report
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Help Documents Available 
Online 

Use the [Help] tab on the QualityNet Secure Portal to find 
assistance with data submission and reports.  
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HQR Online Help
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HQR Online Help
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HQR Reports Online Help
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From HQR
Reports 

Online Help, 
select 

Electronic 
Health 

Record (EHR) 
HQR Program 

Reports



HQR Reports Online Help
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From HQR
Reports 

Online Help, 
select EHR

Hospital 
Reporting 

Submission 
Detail Report



Resources

• HL7 Implementation Guide for QRDA Cat I R2 
 http://www.hl7.org/implement/standards/product_brief.cfm?product_id=35

• CMS Implementation Guide for QRDA Cat I and III; Eligible 
Professional Programs and Hospital Quality Reporting 
(HQR) 
 http://www.cms.gov/Regulations-and-

Guidance/Legislation/EHRIncentivePrograms/Downloads/QRDA_EP_HQ
R_Guide_2015.pdf

• CMS 2015 QRDA Submissions for Eligible Hospitals/ 
Critical Access Hospitals – Includes a Presentation on the Most 
Common eCQM Submission Errors for Hospital QRDA Category-1 Files 
 http://www.qualityreportingcenter.com/wp-

content/uploads/2015/09/HQR_8_0_CMS-
QRDA_Submission_and_Overview_20150911_v.FINAL_508.pdf
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http://www.cms.gov/Regulations-and-Guidance/Legislation/EHRIncentivePrograms/Downloads/QRDA_EP_HQR_Guide_2015.pdf
http://www.qualityreportingcenter.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/09/HQR_8_0_CMS-QRDA_Submission_and_Overview_20150911_v.FINAL_508.pdf


Resources cont.

• 2015 IPPS Final Rule 
 p. 50273–List of 29 eCQMs for IQR and EHR Incentive Program 
 p. 50246–List of Previously Adopted Measures and Measures Newly 

Finalized for fiscal year (FY) 2017 Payment Determination and 
Subsequent Years 

 http://www.cms.gov/Medicare/Medicare-Fee-for-Service-
Payment/AcuteInpatientPPS/FY2015-IPPS-Final-Rule-Home-Page.html

• Hospital eCQM Reporting: CY 2015 Program and 
System Requirements presentation
 https://www.qualitynet.org/dcs/ContentServer?c=Page&pagename=Qne

tPublic%2FPage%2FQnetTier3&cid=1228773852046
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Questions
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Thank you for 
joining us today.

Further questions can be sent to 
Stephanie Wilson by email at 

stephanie.wilson@area-M.hcqis.org.

mailto:stephanie.wilson@area-M.hcqis.org
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