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DISCLAIMER: This presentation question-and-answer summary document was current at the 
time of publication and/or upload onto the Quality Reporting Center and QualityNet websites. 
Any links to Medicare online source documents are for reference use only. In the case that 
Medicare policy, requirements, or guidance related to these questions and answers change 
following the date of posting, these questions and answers will not necessarily reflect those 
changes; given that they will remain as an archived copy, they will not be updated. The written 
responses to the questions asked during the presentation were prepared as a service to the public 
and are not intended to grant rights or impose obligations.  

Any references or links to statutes, regulations, and/or other policy materials included are 
provided as summary information. No material contained therein is intended to take the place  
of either written laws or regulations. In the event of any conflict between the information 
provided by the question-and-answer session and any information included in any Medicare rules 
and/or regulations, the rules and regulations shall govern. The specific statutes, regulations, and 
other interpretive materials should be reviewed independently for a full and accurate statement of 
their contents.  

Subject-matter experts researched and answered the following questions during the live 
webinar. The questions may have been edited for grammar.  
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Question 1:  How is cancer diagnosis defined?  

Please refer back to slide 15. It includes the International Classification  
of Diseases, Tenth Revision (ICD-10) code list for cancer diagnoses. It’s 
an inclusive definition of cancer. 

Question 2:  Is there a time limit on the conversation with the provider?  
The patient died this month, but goals of care conversations  
may have taken place a year ago. Does the timing matter if we 
documented the conversation?  

In terms of timing, there is not a specific timing definition. The cadence  
of these discussions should be tailored to a patient’s clinical progression 
and journey. Some centers may want to create minimum timing 
expectations that they’ll use locally. 

Question 3:  Is the measure only approved for fiscal year (FY) 2026 or FY 2026  
and beyond? 

Per the FY 2024 Inpatient Prospective Payment System/Long-Term Care 
Hospital Prospective Payment System final rule, the Documentation of 
Goals of Care Discussions Among Cancer Patients (Goals of Care) 
measure was finalized beginning with the FY 2026 program year and for 
subsequent years for annual reporting. For example, the FY 2026 program 
year applies to calendar year 2024 data, which will be reported by PCHs to 
CMS in the summer of 2025.  

Question 4:  What if the patient was being treated at the cancer center, but he/she 
died due to another circumstance, like an accident? 

The denominator is limited to patients with a cancer diagnosis who die 
while admitted to a PCH. 
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